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Illustration is arguably one of the most accessible areas of contemporary art. The 
majority of people are most likely familiar with illustration, whether in the form of book 
illustrations, as a design medium or as a doodle in one's own notebook. This ubiquity 
of illustration, however, does not serve to reduce its value, it rather proves the 
strength of the format as a mode of expression. However, illustration goes beyond 
its everyday use; in the context of fine art, illustration can outgrow its function as 
accompanying visual material and assert itself as a stand-alone work.

This growth is a significant characteristic of contemporary illustration as it is no longer 
timid in approaching and even crossing the boundaries of its genre. Thus, in the 
introduction to Illusive 4: Contemporary Illustration (2015) John O'Reilly describes 
illustrators as flaneurs in the sense of Baudelaire.1 Like a flaneur, the illustrator 
wander confidently beyond the boundaries of their genres. This edging towards 
new possibilities does not happen arbitrarily but in the in line with the contemporary 
development of illustration. In our media-fluid age where magazines can be read 
digitally, while e-mails are briefly checked, to then be briefly interrupted by a pop-up, 
illustration can reach the viewer in a new variety of ways. O'Reilly suggests the term 
‘image making’ as an alternative to illustration, as it better explains this widespread 
use of illustration. Image making can be “abstract and figurative, static and mobile, an 
image and an object”.2

In O’Reilly’s terms, illustration is understood and presented in the exhibition Marking 
Territory as an expanding genre. The range of styles, media, formats and materials 
broaden our understanding of the illustration. The exhibition’s visitor is exposed to 
the expansive scope of the genre ranging from large-sized digital prints to small-
format drawings. Nevertheless, more traditional illustration in the form of book 
illustrations, such as the original works by Ofra Amit or Leo Kaplan, likewise form a 
crucial part of this exhibition. 

1 John O’Reilly, Illusive 4: Contemporary Illustration, (Berlin: Die Gestalten Verlag, 2015), 2.
2 Ibid.
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Furthermore, works such as the book by Karen Exner, which function solely through 
illustration are likewise exhibited. The sculpture of a Minotaur by Paula Krause, 
which interacts with her painting of the same subject, guides our understanding of 
illustration into the third dimension. 

The illustrators for this exhibition range from established to young and emerging 
artists. The difference in age and experience, however, cannot be seen as a disparity 
in quality. The juxtaposition of the so-called 'old' and 'new' is more complex than 
linear. Up-and-coming illustration today does not break away from its foundation but 
builds on it and reaches for new heights and forms. The up-and-coming illustrators 
of this exhibition use a wide variety of media, ranging from pencil, pen and paint to 
digital drawings, risography and sculpture. Thus, the works in this exhibition present a 
far-reaching but not exclusive picture of contemporary illustration.

The title Marking Territory points to the expansive development of contemporary 
illustration in a fine art context. Exploring new territory, discovering new areas and 
literally marking them with a pencil, paintbrush, pen or even chisel means breaking 
through the boundaries of the genre and giving free rein to creativity.

Text by Isabelle Thul
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Leo Kaplan

The illustrator Leo Kaplan is an established artist working in 
Stuttgart, Germany. His works have been published as illus-
trations to popular books such as Oliver Twist and Münch-
hausen - Seine Unglaublichen Abenteuer. Kaplan’s works 
are unique in their minute detail as well as Kaplan’s evoca-
tion of texture. 

Sebastian Kelemer

The Austrian artist Sebastian Kelemer is currently study-
ing Fine Arts at the Weißensee Kunsthochschule in Berlin. 
Kelemer’s practice often references his ties to hospitality, a 
field in which he has worked for many years. Having a keen 
eye for the unique and quirky individuals frequenting cof-
fee-shops and bars, he brings the essence of their charac-
ters to paper. 

Olga Bankova
 
The student in animation at the Filmuniversität Babelsberg in 
Potsdam, Olga Bankova, works with a wide range of media. 
Her illustrations, both analog and digital, are largely inspired 
by Russian illustrators and cartoonists. Bankova’s character-
isations are intentionally naive and playful. Simultaneously, 
many of Bankova’s illustrations have dark undertones with 
tropes often found in folktales or myths.

Ofra Amit
 
Ofra Amit is an award winning illustrator living and working 
in Tel Aviv, Israel. Amit’s illustrations have been widely pub-
lished such as in the children’s books Kashtanka and Bruno. 
Amit’s illustrations have a unique aesthetic that is playful with 
an underlying darkness. Amit explains that she is intrigued by 
sadness and the translation of this feeling into illustration. Her 
works are made up of collage, drawing and painting.  



Daniel Stolle

The German-Finnish illustrator Daniel Stolle has worked on 
well over 500 illustration projects. His works have been pub-
lished in The New York Times, WIRED, The Economist, Der 
Spiegel and many more. Furthermore, Stolle has won numer-
ous international illustration awards. 

Malou Großklaus

The young illustrator Malou Großklaus currently studies 
illustration at the Schule für Bildende Kunst und Gestaltung 
in Berlin. Großklaus works with analog media such as lithog-
raphy and watercolours as well as digitally. The artist’s stud-
ies of the female body are intricately detailed and playfully 
illustrated. Großklaus has a talent for storytelling and charac-
terisation.

Dayeon Auh
 
The Korean artist Dayeon Auh is currently studying commu-
nications design at Burg Giebichstein Kunsthochschule in 
Halle (Saale). Auh states that her works are based on per-
sonal memories which are re-lived through the act of draw-
ing and painting. These memories brought to paper take on 
new forms, suggesting an ease and light-heartedness which 
is not always attainable in real life. 

Aline Schwibbe
 
Aline Schwibbe is a young artist from Germany who is fin-
ishing her masters in Fine Art at the Weißensee Kunsthoch-
schule in Berlin. Schwibbe’s practice revolves around the 
inner workings of the human mind and their outward expres-
sion. Her abstract drawings are made up of fragments which 
come together on her surface of choice. These fragments 
seem to simultaneously repel and attract each other. 
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Jiang Ailun

The Chinese artist Jiang Ailun is a recent graduate in Visual 
Communication at the Weißensee Kunsthochschule in Berlin. 
Ailun works in numerous media including illustration, graphic 
design, animation and film. The artist has won numerous priz-
es for the series RAN of which this work is a part. Amongst 
others he won the Red Dot Award 2020.

Leonie Behrens

The young German artist Leonie Behrens currently studies 
Fine Art at the Weißensee Kunsthochschule in Berlin. The 
ballpoint pen is Behrens’ preferred medium for creating her 
intricate illustrations as it provides her with a perfectly un-
complicated tool. These illustrations allow Behrens’ mind to 
wander, giving her the permission to daydream and reflect.

Paula Krause

The young German artist Paula Krause works primarily in the 
media of drawing, painting and sculpture. The interplay of 
creativity and diligence is largely based on her background 
in classical singing. Having performed as a solo-artist as well 
as in a choir introduced Krause to the balance between dis-
cipline and art. Interplay of seemingly opposing subjects and 
the tension deriving thereof has likewise become a driving 
force in the subject of her art.

Anna Dokuchaeva

The Russian artist Anna Dokuchaeva studied Fine Art in her 
hometown Nizhniy Tagil before moving to Germany to con-
tinue her studies at the Filmuniversität Babelsberg in Pots-
dam. Dokuchaeva’s illustrations are inspired by literature, film 
and fine art. Her wonderfully odd characters inhabit fantastic 
settings as protagonists in humorous short stories.
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Emily Brockmann

Emily Brockmann is a young German artist is studying Graph-
ic Design and Illustration at the Hochschule für Bildende 
Kunst in Braunschweig. Brockmann writes her own short sto-
ries which are accompanied by her illustrations. Brockmann 
works in varying media often combining painting, drawing 
and print with digital working methods. 

Georgi Sechenko
 
The prominent Ukrainian artist Georgi Senchenko was one 
of the founders of the Ukrainian transavantgarde. Between 
1982 and 1996 he was best known for his collaboration with 
Arsen Savadov. The duo were the first to represent the 
Ukraine in influential contemporary art forums such as the Bi-
ennale Manifesta1 in Rotterdam and the Biennale of Sant Fe. 

Yves Haltner

The Swiss artist Yves Haltner is currently working on his mas-
ters in illustration at the Universität der Künste, Berlin. Haltner 
works on both graphic and editorial illustrations. As an illus-
trator, Haltners skill lies in the capturing of seemingly banal 
moments in everyday life. Through his apt characterisation 
and use of colour, Haltner draws the viewer’s attention and 
invites us to take a playful look at our surroundings.

Sina Metzkow

The young German artist Sina Metzkow is currently studying 
illustration at the Schule für Bildende Kunst und Gestaltung in 
Berlin. Metzkow’s illustrations show a cunning eye for seem-
ingly insignificant moments in everyday life. Revisiting these 
lived situations through her art, Metzkow imbues them with 
humour. Metzkow’s works hone in on the comical, the mag-
nificent as well as the banal in our daily lives.
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Rojo & Kreß
 
The young artist collective made up of Esperanza Rojo Bravo 
and Lennard Kreß named Rojo&Kreß ABC has been active 
since 2017. Rojo&Kreß’s main focus lies in painting and its 
embodiment, their practice allows surfaces to become ob-
jects within a given space and painting to become the skin 
of its body. The collective works in a variety of media ranging 
from screenprinting to installation.

Maxim Krioukov

Having originally studied Architecture at the Universität der 
Künste, Berlin, Maxim Krioukov expanded his practice to film 
production, digital art and teaching. As an illustrator, Krioukov 
creates elaborate characterisations of figures that feature 
in imaginative worlds. Krioukov’s illustrations exhibited in 
Marking Territory were created for the musical by Duncan 
Townsend and Chloe Charody named Jingah! 

Alexander Daniloff
 
Alexander Daniloff is a Russian artist and illustrator living and 
working in Italy. His unique style of drawing and painting 
brings forth often humorous but also profound characterisa-
tions. Working in mixed media on canvas and paper, Daniloff 
has a far-reaching oeuvre of artworks and published illus-
trations for books as well as tarot cards. Daniloff’s fantastical 
creations hark back to historical scenes clearly inspired by 
myths and fairytales. 

Juliana Toro

The young Columbian illustrator Juliana Toro is based in 
Berlin, Germany. Currently, Toro is working on her Masters in 
Visual Communication at the Universität der Künste. Toro’s 
artistic practice is concerned with the game as a metaphor 
for life. The playful element in Toro’s works allows her to ad-
dress serious subjects in a light-hearted and jocular way.
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Leonardo Alessandro Alliata
 
The young artist Leonardo Alessandro Alliata is currently 
doing his masters in Visual Strategies & Stories at the Burg 
Giebichenstein Kunsthochschule in Halle. Alliata’s illustrations 
are inhabited by unique characters whom the artist describes 
as ideas, inspirations, archetypes encountered in his every 
day. The works are humorous with an underlying darkness 
and critical self-reflection.

Maria Chepisheva

The Bulgarian artist Maria Chepisheva is currently complet-
ing her degree in Fine Art at the Hochschule für Bildende 
Künste in Dresden. Chepisheva works primarily in drawing 
and painting. The subjects of her works are often personal 
recounting situations from her own memories or dreams. In 
doing so, she knowingly blurs the boundaries between the 
real and fantasy as well as between the outside and her 
characters’ inner workings.

Sophie Lazari

The young artist Sophie Lazari is currently studying Illustra-
tion at the Universität der Künste in Berlin. Her work inter-
rogates social constructs in a provocative and humorous 
manner. Lazari utilises her skill for storytelling to look critically 
at societal constructs or rethink moments in history. Lazari 
considers illustration a form of language through which she is 
able to open up discourse on topics of public interest. 

Karen Exner

The young artist Karen Exner is currently completing her 
masters in illustration at the Universität der Künste in Berlin. 
Exner’s practice as an illustrator revolves around the idea of 
place. Exner meditates on her own response to her given 
surroundings and the perception of place. A further aspect of 
Exner’s practice is her interest for texture which she likewise 
develops through analog media.
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re|space young talents

The students and recent graduates participating in the Marking Territory exhibition were selected 
from a large group of applicants to the ‘re|space young talents’ award.

The works chosen to be exhibited demonstrate the diversity in media, application and conceptuali-
sation of contemporary illustration coming forth from the German Fine Art Academies today. 

Curated by

Isabelle Thul and Irakli Megre 

For sales inquiries reach out via:

info@re-space.de
+49 15112225471

Or find us on 

Artsy : https://www.artsy.net/re-space

and  
 
Artnet: http://www.artnet.de/galerien/re-space/
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